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resistance in Massachusetts, where a Committee of Corre-
spondence had been established in every town, with a Central
Council at Boston. The methods of Massachusetts had
been copied by other colonies until common opposition
was so well marshalled that the Continental Congresses
could meet.
American opinion had also been becoming steadily more
hostile to England and more in favour of independence.
Nowhere was this more apparent than in Boston, where reslstailce-
" the rich men had a mob always at their command, a mob
quite conversant with the use of firearms, easily swayed
by peppery speeches and accustomed to riotous demonstra-
tions as the sanctioned means of enforcing its will."1 From
there worked a knot of revolutionary theorists, who, almost
from the outset, had gladly embraced the dream of independ-
ence. The organisation of American resistance was com-
pleted by the publication of Common Sense by Tom Paine
in 1776: this was the first pamphlet "to present cogent
arguments for independence/'2 and such was its popularity
that 120,000 copies were sold in three months.3
At the same time the trend of opinion in England tended
to make an amicable settlement less and less practicable.
Many, like Chatham, denied the right of England to jbmpose
taxes on the colonies; he said: "It is my opinion that this
Kingdom has no right to lay a tax upon the colonies, . . .
Taxation is no part of the governing or legislative power/'4
He urged that they should be given representation in the
English Parliament.5 Burke, many of the colonial governors,
and a large number of merchants, admitted England's right
to tax the Americans, but pointed out the foolishness of the
step.
Yet even Chatham insisted on the maintenance of the
trade regulations and also asserted that *' the American
1	Belcher, First Amer. Civil War, vol. L, p. 114.
2	Morison, American Revolution, Sources, p. 37.
3	Belcher, First Amer. Civil War, vol. i.» p. 235.
4	Hansard, vol. xvi., p. 99.    Cited from Clark, British Opinion and
the Amer. RevoL, p. 196.
5	It is to be noted that he drew out two schemes for such repre-
sentation.    See E.H.R., October, 1907, p. 756.   B. Williams, Chatham
and the Representation of Colonies in Imperial Parliament*

